Which asylum seekers can claim…

Income Support |  income-based Jobseeker's Allowance |

Housing Benefit  |  Council Tax Benefit

	If you have applied

 for  asylum, you can claim the above 

benefits if you are -


	Extra 

Information
	When should I claim benefit?


	What happens if the Home Office refuse my application for asylum?

	a person who claimed 

asylum "on-arrival" 

at a port, 

before 3 April 2000.
	"On arrival" means claiming asylum on or before clearing immigration control at the port of entry. If you claimed asylum after clearing immigration control, but before leaving the port, or you have a good reason for not having claimed until later, you should seek further advice. 
	You can claim the above benefits at any time. It  does not matter if you break your benefit claim - for example if you work for a short period, you can reclaim these benefits again afterwards
	If the Home Office refuse your asylum application, you will no longer be entitled to these benefits. You should seek further advice about other kinds of support that may be available to you.

	a national of -

· Zaire, and you claimed asylum "in-country" between 16.5.97 and 16.8.97; or 

· Sierra Leone, and you claimed asylum "in-country" between 1.7.97 and 1.10.97
	You are an "in-country" asylum seeker if you did not apply for asylum "on arrival" at the port - see above - for example, you may have  come to the UK as a visitor or a student and only later needed to apply for asylum, or entered the country illegally or did not know that you could have applied for asylum earlier. 


	You can claim the above benefits at any time. It  does not matter if you break your benefit claim - for example if you work for a short period, you can reclaim these benefits again afterwards
	If the Home Office refuse your asylum application, you will no longer be entitled to these benefits. You should seek further advice about other kinds of support that may be available to you.

	a national of-

Cyprus, Czech Republic, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Turkey
	However you will also need to satisfy the benefit office that you are "lawfully present" in the UK. At the moment this is causing problems for some asylum seekers. 

If you a national of one of these countries, you should seek advice about your benefit claim.


	You can claim the above benefits at any time. It  does not matter if you break your benefit claim - for example if you work for a short period, you can reclaim these benefits again afterwards


	You should argue that you continue to be lawfully present (and therefore entitled to  benefit) whilst appealing against a negative Home Office decision.


Important information…for those who have been claiming these benefits since 1996

If you do not fit into any of the boxes above and you stop claiming your benefit, even for short time, - eg. because you begin working - you may not be entitled again if you try to reclaim. 

If you have lost your benefit for this reason, it may be possible to challenge the decision - you should seek further advice about how to do this.

Other benefits 


Even if you are not entitled to any of the above benefits you may still be entitled to other benefits - you should seek about this.

